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Council and the Court on the subject appear at length
in a 1 despatch to the Directors by the Council dated
25th January, 1780, and in two letters from Impey to
Lord Weymouth 2 dated, March 2nd and 12th, 1780.

It is difficult to put at once shortly and fairly the views of
the two parties. The letter of the Council is full of topics
of prejudice and introductory matter which has nothing
to do with the legal merits of the case, but the essence
of their argument is, I think, this :

The Regulating Act gives you, the  Supreme Court,
no jurisdiction at all over the great bulk of the native
population, but expressly excludes them from your juris-
diction, except in a few particular and very special cases.
If you assume a general jurisdiction to compel people
to try before you the question whether they do or do
not fall within one of those small classes, you subject
them to a hardship from which the legislature meant
them to be exempt.    " We know of no  express law
" which conveys to  it the rights in question, and the
" plain and literal construction  of the  only law under
" which it acts is a direct prohibition of it.    Wherefore
" we conceive  ourselves to be  warranted in declaring
" every opposition   to   the  Court   in   the   attempt   to
" stretch  its  powers  beyond  their  legal bound   to  be
" in itself illegal, and, in the relation in which we stand-,,
"to  the Government,  3an indispensable  duty, as that
" attempt is in the authors of it illegal and a departure
" from their duty."

The letter insists at great length on the hardships con-
nected with the jurisdiction, and refers more particularly

1  General App., $To. 13,

2  Cossijurah App., Nos. 26 and 25.

3  Some such words as " this declaration," "appears to us an" seem to
be wanted here.